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By RAY TUCKER

WASHINGTON, April 28 — A
complete review of contradictory
intelligence reports on Russia's
military strength will be conduct-
ed by the Senale Appropriations
Committee before it acts on the
Administration’s request for $44.4
billion, for national defense and
foreign aid. Many specialists be-
lieve that it has been vastly over
rated by Pentagon experts and Al-
len W. Dulles’ gverseas ageats.

Pointing out that this field of-
fers the most likely for budget sod
tax cuts. Senator Allen J. Ellender
of Louisiana is responsible for the
checkup, which will be the first of
i's kind since World War II. Based
on information gathsred on his
trips throughout Russia in the last
two years, Ellender told the com-
mittee at a recent secret session:

“1 belleve that we are geilinZ
bum intelligence information! 1
think that the whole quesuon
should be looked into belfore we
proceed to expand as we are and
to spend a3 we arei”

A great deal of the Louisiana
Zenator’s testimony was so perti-
nent, and so different from official
data, that it was eliminated {rom
the published reporis of the hear-
ings as “classiiled.”” But Dr.
James Doolittle, Chairmsan of the
National Advisory Commuttee for
Aerepautics, appears lo share El
lenger's views. He says: .

“iWe wouid like to have more
~ccurate information. But 1 would
not wnite oif the information which
we have as wholly inaccurate.”

. in addition to' data which he

" picked up Inside Russia and the

Satellite states,: Ellender has talk- -

ed with Communist defectors in-
cluding former otficers in the Sov-

et Army and Alr Force. They will .

te guesuoned by the full commit-
tee, as will Charles E. Bohlen,
who has just returned from Mos-
cow alter serving as U. S. Am-
hassador there for four years.
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\

Many other memkers Con-

gress are bisturbed by comrastng

evidence on the guestion of Rus-
sis s mihlary ight. ofpecislly as
erooeous estimates have had @
far-reaching amd sometunes unfor-
tunate eifect on the Western Al-
lies’ foreign policies, especially the
United States. Many believe that it
has contributed to unjistitied tim.
{dity 1n bayling the Greai Bear.

Defense Secretary Charles E.
Wilson Fimself has conceded his

downgraded previous estimates of
Russian strength insofar as pro-
duction of big bom=-ers, fast pur-
suit planes and 2tomic ‘veapons
are concerned, His recent order
cutting output of B-32's from 20 to |
15 a month resuited from discov- |
ery of his misiakes.

Moreover, there !s a g
belief trat Allen Dulies’ Centr
Information Agency h2s not Iived
up to the promises and hopes held

“.own errors in this respect, He has \
i

control. It Is felt that they were
outwitted in the stiack on Indo
China py Ho Chi Minh's Reds, in}
the nvasion of Syypt and in the |
Hungarian uprising, )

out when this country's spying J)J -
agencies were unified under his O ~

Senator Car} Havden o1 Arizona,
Senste Appropriaucns Commuttee
Chairman, has personal reasons
for bacxing Senawr illender's de-
mard. As one of iwo {embers of
Congress who served in thq Span-
ish -American War. he recalis.
this countiy's aysterical fesr of
Spain’s might &l a time when the
arsiwniie ruler of he  Spanish
Main“was only’ & hollow, rotting
siell in every vy, .-

. “Russia’s ‘behavior, as receatly

7oted here; ‘tnds support to doubt
i ber power. Uespite her brutal
reprisals in Hungary and her ser-
icg of threats 1o Curopean and
Middle Fast members of NATO,
the Kremlin has whined and scold-
ed instead of taking military act-
ion.

‘{oscow obviousiy dreads the
.nought of present or prospective
atomic encirclement. And, despite
official denjais. that is the current
long-range siratery at ‘Yashing-
ton,
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